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***Please visit ww.josonestoprockshop.com/campbellhall.html 

for Letters of Reference and curated video and audio to showcase 

my performance and work*** 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am writing to apply for the Campbell Hall Elementary School Music Teacher position. 

As a Graduate Fellow of the Longy School of Music of Bard College and a former 

private school student, I feel confident in my qualifications for this position and 

enthusiastic to contribute to a school with such a reputable arts program. I grew up 

spending many mornings and afternoons practicing with the chapel and church band, 

starting as early as sixth grade. My first paid job, at sixteen, was leading the student 

worship team for a former youth pastor. Music has been my life for many decades, and it 

all started in a private school setting with the careful guidance of wonderful teachers, 

music programs and performance opportunities. My spiritual upbringing was what led me 

to my critical departure from my family’s fundamentalist background when I came out as 

Queer and I quickly found respite and understanding within the congregation of All 

Saints Episcopal in Pasadena. Since then, I have floated around progressive faith 

institutions as a performer and musician, staying engaged in the important conversations 

of faith in action and answers through curiosity. 

I graduated with a Master of Arts in Music Education from Longy School of Music of 

Bard College in June 2020. I received my California Teaching Credential and special 

training in the El Sistema teaching philosophy, Orff and Kodaly. In my graduate 

program, I participated in community-based teaching residencies where I combined 

coursework with field placements and action research to hone my teaching craft. Unique 

to other educational institutions, Longy School of Music of Bard College places a strong 

emphasis on both content knowledge and classroom pedagogy, and on direct preparation 

for teaching in high-need urban schools. Prior to the Safe-at-Home order, I was student 

teaching at Walter Reed Middle School in North Hollywood under Lisa Smith (Choir 

Director, 6th-8th grades). In the winter, I was student teaching at San Marino High School 

under Tammi Alderman (Choir Director, 9th-12th grades).  

I am a teacher who believes that a successful teaching career starts with humility, 

preparation, and awareness of assumptions. My goal as a teacher is to present engaging 

content that is tailored and relates specifically to each student and their cultural and 

familial context. To reach this goal, I have designed music lessons that involve 

movement, music technology, improvisational exercises, and composition (the tenants of 

audiation). I have been teaching private music lessons for over a decade and prior to 

graduate school, I was operating as an independent contractor, providing teaching artistry 

to schools in the Burbank Unified School District for four years.  

Keeping in mind California Common Core, VAPPA Standards and ELD Standards, I 

have written and recorded over 100 songs with elementary students during my teaching 

artist residency programs. I have developed exercises and activities that are student-
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centered. My students learn the origin of Hip-Hop, Jazz, the Tresilo, Call and Response 

and how to write, record and perform their own pop music compositions. As a student 

teacher at San Marino High School, I led melodic choir warm-ups, using multiple scales 

and taught a lesson on the origin of Spirituals, using recording technology and historical 

and social context to promote Social Emotional Learning. 

Upon learning of the Elementary Music Teacher position at Campbell Hall, I spoke with 

one of my adult piano students, who highly recommends Campbell Hall and has friends 

whose children attend. As a private music teacher in Los Angeles, I have had the 

opportunity to teach students who participate in extracurricular music programming like 

Youth Academy of Dramatic Arts and Silverlake Conservatory of Music and I have had a 

few students who are now off in the world of entertainment, using their love of music and 

performance to build a career.  

I facilitate music learning as a consistent and immersive experience within the education 

setting that creates a happy and welcoming space students can depend on. Music 

provided me solitude inside a loving but stressful home. My older brother is Disabled and 

thirty-five years ago, the support for families in the Disabilities Community was not what 

it is today. I found the Spirit in music. The Spirit has transcended the confines of my 

religious upbringing and transcends the daily cognitive development of elementary 

students, while simultaneously assisting neurological connections in ways that are 

mysterious and profound. As a vocalist and performer, sharing this gift with others is one 

of the most meaningful ways that I contribute to my community. 

I am drawn to your institution as you embrace all genders and families. I have built a 

connection between my lesson content and my family background, as a sibling of 

someone in the Disabilities Community. In this way, I am always assessing my students 

for their understanding as it pertains to their whole selves and their diverse learning 

needs. Campbell Hall and I have a shared commitment to equity in education, service 

learning and pedagogy that reflects these values through deeper beliefs in faithful praxis. 

I am an ardent participant in school and community building, and I look forward to 

programming student-centered recording projects and performances, using recording 

technology to improve musical listening and engagement. I also look forward to engaging 

in the student body through non-musical responsibilities and special interest faculty 

leadership. 

Thank you for your time and consideration.  

Sincerely,  

Joh Chase  
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JOH C. CHASE (they/them/theirs) 

 North Hollywood, CA 

 C: 310.782.4738  E: joh.chase@longy.edu 

EDUCATION 

• July 2019-June 2020  --  Longy School of Music of Bard College – Masters of Arts 

in Teaching and CA Teaching Credential Program, Graduate Fellow, Los Angeles 

Received training in practical and critical pedagogy based in El Sistema and 

received California Teaching Credential. 

• Dec. 2013  --  UCLA, Logic Pro Course I 
Furthered basic knowledge in software including arrangement, tracking, 
composition and use of loops and beatmakers/drums machines. 

• July 2008  --  Azusa Pacific University, B.A., Religious Studies and Art 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

• Jan. 2020-March 2020  -- San Marino H.S. Choir, student teaching   

Supervised by Choir Director, Tammi Alderman 

Led daily vocal warmups for all choirs (Concert, Chamber, Treble and Bass). 

Taught an ethnomusicology lesson, and directed three Chamber Choir rehearsals.  

During this time I was mentored by Ann Tomlinson, former Artistic Director of the 

Los Angeles Children’s Chorus (1996-2018).  

• July 2019-Present - Choir Director, LA LGBT Center’s Intergenerational Choir 
Collaboratively developed the rebuilding of the LGBT Center’s Elderly Choir and 

began the process of expanding the program to an intergenerational choir.  

• Jan. 2013-Present  -- Private Music Teacher   

Operate and manage 20+ private music students, ranging in age from 5 to 18 years 

old, as well as professional adults.  

Create individual repertoire, lesson plans, technique building exercises, and 

produce bi-annual recitals. Instruments include voice, piano, guitar, ukulele, bass 

guitar, songwriting and music technology. 

• Jan. 2015-May 2019  -- Teaching Artist for Burbank USD   

Operated General Music Education Programming for TK through 1st Grade 

Classes, including Special Education classes, as a private contractor for BUSD, 

serving R.L. Stevenson and Joaquin Miller Elementary. 

Designed CA Common Core curriculum, creatively taught 30-45 minute weekly 

classes, for 8-12 weeks, co-wrote, recorded and performed original songs with each 

class, providing public access to the recordings online. 

Collaborated with PTA and school administration to produce performances for the 

families of all student participants. 

WORK HISTORY 

• Nov. 2008 - 2019  --  Creative Support, Culver City, CA,  
Independent Living Skills Instructor, Coordinator and Supervisor 

• Jan. 2013-Present  --  Jo’s One Stop Rock Shop 

General Music Educator and Operator, (for details see above) 

SKILLS 

• Microsoft Word, Excel, Photoshop CS, Video and Audio Editing (Logic X) 
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JOH C. CHASE_______________Singer-Songwriter + Multi-Instrumentalist 

 

 

Commercial Compositions/Productions 

• Wrote and performed studio recording for Money Tree Corporate Gala - 2004, 

Seattle, WA 

• Performed and Produced Audio for International Life Case Commercial – 2009, 

Los Angeles, CA 

• Executive Produced and Performed “De Colores” featured in Carlos Santana’s 

biopic production, “Dolores”- 2017, Los Angeles, CA 

• Cowrote and performed “Girls in Charge” with PB+Jane for TV show Younger – 

May 2021 

Performances 

• Guitarist and vocalist for 3-time extended musical “Hit The Wall” written by 

Charlotte Chaffey (The Go Gos) and Anna Waronker – 2015-16, L.A., CA 

• Guitarist and vocalist for “The Laramie Project: 10 Years Later” – 2013, Los 

Angeles, CA 

• Bassist for the musical “The Spidey Project” – 2017, Los Angeles, CA 

• Bassist for the musical “The View Upstairs”, Directed by Michael Sheppard for 

the Celebration Theater - Los Angeles, CA 2017 

 

Performances as Singer/Songwriter 

OPENED FOR: 

• Kristen Bell, Noah Gundersen, Robert DeLong, Elle, The Bots, Coco Rosie, 

David Bazan, Aaron Sprinkle, Barcelona, Allen Stone, The Wild Reeds, Rev. 

Vince Anderson, Janet Robin, Monte Pitman (Madonna) 

COLLABORATORS: 

• Robert DeLong (Glassnote), Joey Ryan (Milk Carton Kids), Huit Kilos (Ricardo 

Lemvo), Roger Greenawalt (Rufus Wainwright, Ben Kweller, Nelly McKay), The 

Wild Reeds (Dualtone), Z the Band (Nas), Alex Ebert (Edward Sharp and the 

Magnetic Zeros), Las Cafeteras, Anna Margo, Jonah Smith, Damon Turner, Gina 

Chavez, Moist Paul Henderson, Dave Smoota 

VENUES: 

Los Angeles: The Ford Amphitheater, The Colony Theater, Hotel Café, Genghis Cohen 

Phoenix: Phoenix Pride, Seattle: The Triple Door, The High Dive, Sunset Tavern 

NYC: Webster Hall, The Living Room, Pete’s Candy Store, Atlanta: Eddie’s Attic  

Baltimore: The 8x10, Austin: SXSW, Gay-Bi-Gay-Gay, Portland: Alberta Street Pub 

 

 


