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To whom it may concern,

| am pleased to write in support of Joh Chase. Mx. Chase graduated from the Master
of Arts in Teaching and Single Subject Teaching Credential Program at Longy School of
Music of Bard College on June 19, 2020. Upon completion of this program, Mx. Chase was
awarded a Master of Arts in Teaching (MAT) Degree in Music, and received the California
Single Subject K-12 Preliminary Teaching Credential in Music from the Commission on
Teacher Credentialing.

In the 2019-20 academic year, Mx. Chase was one of our most dedicated and
committed MAT students, always striving to give of their best. | have had the honor of
working with Mx. Chase in varying capacities, and | can wholeheartedly say that they
approach their educational pursuitswith exceptional commitment, hard work and poise.
Mx. Chase has impeccable planning and cormmunication skills, that enabled them to stand
out in the cohort as one who was diligent and always prepared. Their innovative, deeply
reflective, and attentive approach shines through in coursework and interactions, which
caused them to excel in every area of the program.

Mx. Chase displayed exemplary leadership qualities, often driven by inquiry, a passion
for equity and justice, and a sense of care for fellow colleagues. In conversations and planning
processes, Mx. Chase embodied the balance of courageously asking questions, propelling
conversations forward with creative thinking and critical questions, and intentionally leaving
space for others to share.

Mx. Chase has received positive and highly complimentary feedback (many a time
unsolicited) by multiple program partners such as mentor teachers, student teaching
supervisor, HOLA staff (campus partner), guest faculty and MAT faculty. It has been shared
that program partners appreciated Mx. Chase'’s kind, curious and genuine approach to all
that they do. The MAT program also received numerous comments about Mx. Chase’s
professionalism and how they represented the program well.

Mx. Chase's love for teaching and supporting young people is unmistakable. Their approach
to teaching is fun, creative, yet extremely thoughtful. | once experienced them leading a
lesson with elementary school students at Quincy Jones Elementary School. The excitement
in the room was palpable, all the students were fully engaged. Throughout the well-
scaffolded lesson, Mx. Chase used helpful classroom management techniques and effectively
checked for student understanding. There was also a sense of deep care in their teaching
approach.



Mx. Chase came into the program with teaching experience, that already showcased
compassion and an understanding of culturally responsive approaches to teaching and the
community. They are a fast learner, a confident communicator, excellent musician and
collaborative teacher. Their adaptive and teachable nature ensures that their classes are well
managed, students are supported, and lessons are well-paced.

Finally, on behalf of the Longy MAT Program, Mx. Chase functioned as a graduate
fellow and represented the program at our partner site, Heart of Los Angeles (HOLA). Their
duties included, supporting students and families, administrative work, supporting at
concerts and events, and helping teaching artists in music classes. Mx. Chase proved to be
reliable, and embodied great leadership in this role.

Without a doubt, | highly recommend Mx. Chase as an exceptional and accomplished
candidate for your school district. They set themself apart as an example of deep
commitment, where their passion for working with youth and work ethic springs from who
Mx. Chase is as a person: community-minded, caring, collaborative, creative, confident,
proactive, humble, thoughtful, and deeply empathetic.

Please do not hesitate to contact me at mvanwillingh@longy.edu should you wish to have
more information.

Yours respectfully,

M

Monique Van Willingh
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